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Introduction 

This briefing provides a summary of what we can tell about ethnicity and religion in Blackburn with Darwen from 

the 2011 Census data released up to the end of August 2013. These now include tables which tell us about more 

than one thing at once ς such as how health varies by ethnic group, or how economic activity differs by religion. 

The briefing ƛǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ Ψ²Ƙƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΩΣ ΨIƻǿ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΩΦ To keep it to a 

manageable length, we have had to be selective in what to include, and have merged some of the available 

categories, so if you require more detail please just ask. 

Who we are 

Ethnicity 

Figure 1- Ethnicity: Blackburn with Darwen v. NW and England, 2011 (showing counts for Blackburn with Darwen) 

White residents make up 69.2% of the ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ population, down from 77.9% in 2001. Since then, the Indian 

population has risen from 14,654 (or 10.7%) to 19,791 (or 13.4%), which is the 11th highest proportion of any local 

authority in England. The Pakistani population has risen from 12,020 (8.7%) to 17,801 (12.1%), which is 6th highest. 

Figure 1 varies greatly from ward to ward, as can be seen by looking at the individual Census 2011 Ward Profiles on 

the Blackburn with Darwen website. Another way of representing this variation is, of course, to draw a map: 

Figure 2 - Ethnic profile of Blackburn with Darwen by ward (see back page for ward reference map)  

 

http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Census.aspx
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Religion 

Figure 3 -Religion: Blackburn with Darwen v. NW and England, 2011 (showing counts for Blackburn with Darwen) 

The percentage of Blackburn with Darwen residents who identify themselves as Muslim has risen from 19.4% in 

2001 to 27.0% in 2011. It is now the third highest in England, after Tower Hamlets and Newham. Meanwhile the 

percentage of Christians in Blackburn with Darwen has declined from 63.3% to 52.6%. The proportion claiming to 

have no religion has risen from 8.0% to 13.8%, but this is the seventh lowest rate in England. 

The variation from ward to ward can be seen by consulting the Census 2011 Ward Profiles, or by looking at a map: 

Figure 4 - Religious profile of Blackburn with Darwen by ward (see back page for ward reference map) 

 

Ethnicity and religion combined 

Figure 5 - Relationship between ethnicity and religion 

 in Blackburn with Darwen 

Figure 5 illustrates the closeness of the relationship between 

religion and ethnicity in Blackburn with Darwen. For instance, 

91.5% of Indian and 95.2% of Pakistani residents gave their 

religion as Muslim, compared with only 0.5% of white residents 

(not visible). The vast majority of the Christian population (97.2%) 

is white, as are most of those with no religion (95.5%), whereas 

virtually all the Muslim population (98.8%) is non-white. 

To avoid undue repetition, this profile will focus on ethnicity from 

now on. However, most of the tables used have a corresponding 

version giving the equivalent breakdown by religion. 
Source: Table DC2201EW 

http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Census.aspx
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Ethnicity and age 

The age structure of the Blackburn with Darwen population differs markedly by ethnic group, as shown in Figure 6: 

Figure 6 - Population pyramids for major ethnic groups (Blackburn with Darwen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It can be seen that the non-white ethnic groups all have a much younger age profile than the white group, with a 

high proportion of children and very few people in the oldest age-bands. 

Ethnicity and country of birth 

We know from previously published tables that overall, 14.8% of the Blackburn with Darwen population was born 

outside the UK, with 4.2% coming from India and 4.4% from Pakistan. Unfortunately the table which relates country 

of birth to ethnic group does not list India and Pakistan separately ς it just has one category for all those born in 

Ψ{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ !ǎƛŀΩ. This ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǊǿŜƴΩǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΥ 

Figure 7 - Country (or 

region) of birth by 

ethnic group: 

Blackburn with 

Darwen, 2011 

White 
(102,009) 

Indian 
(19,791) 

Pakistani 
(17,801) 

All other groups 
(7,888) 

Source: Table DC2205EW 
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Ethnicity and health 

General health 

The 2011 Census question on general health asked residents to rate their general state of health as: very good, 

good, fair, bad or very bad. However, the table which associates general health with ethic group has collapsed this 

into Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΥ ΨDƻƻŘ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΩΣ ΨCŀƛǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ŀŘ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀŘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōǊƻŀŘ 

ethnic groups, with Ψ!ǎƛŀƴκ!ǎƛŀƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΩ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ. 

On first impression, it may appear as if the group with the least good general health in Blackburn with Darwen is 

the white population: 

Figure 8 - General health by ethnic group (Blackburn with Darwen) ς see below for caveat 

 

 

 

 

Caveat: However, as we have already seen, the white population has a much older age profile than the other 

ethnicities. It is well established that health problems get worse with age, so it is important to compare one ethnic 

group with another for the same age-group (Figure 9): 

Figure 9 - General health by ethnic group and age (Blackburn with Darwen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It can now be seen that there is very little difference between the ethnic groups in terms of their general health 

below the age of 50. However, above that age it is the Asian/Asian British group which has the worst general 

health. By the time they reach the 65+ age-ōǊŀŎƪŜǘΣ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǎ ΨōŀŘ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀǎ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΩΦ  

Source:  

Table DC3201EW 

Source:  

Table DC3201EW 
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Long-term activity-limiting illness* 

Long-term activity-limiting illness is assessed using the 

question shown in Figure 10. A breakdown by ethnicity is 

available, but only for very broad ethnic groups, where 

Ψ!ǎƛŀƴκ!ǎƛŀƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΩ ƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ single category. 

At first glance, it might seem as if the group most likely to 

suffer from long-term activity-limiting illness is the white 

population of Blackburn with Darwen (Figure 11): 

Figure 11 - Long-term activity-limiting illness by ethnic group (Blackburn with Darwen) ς see below for caveat 

 

 

 

 

 

Caveat: However, as with general health, we need to take account of the fact that the white population has a much 

older age profile than the other ethnic groups. Long-term illness is likely to get worse with age, so it is important to 

compare one ethnic group with another for the same age-group (Figure 12): 

Figure 12 - 

Long-term 

activity-

limiting illness 

by ethnic 

group and age 

(Blackburn 

with Darwen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now we can see that there is very little to choose between the different ethnicities at age 0-15, or 16-49, but from 

age 50 upwards it is clear that the Asian group is the most likely to be affected by long-term illness. At age 65+, 

almost half of Asian ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘΩΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ a third of those in non-Asian groups. 

                                                           
*
 Also known as Limiting Long-Term Illness (LLTI) 

Figure 10 - Census question on long-term activity-limiting illness 

 

Source:  

Table DC3201EW 

Source:  

Table DC3201EW 
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How we live 

Ethnicity and housing 

Tenure 

The breakdown of housing tenure in Blackburn with Darwen overall is not very different from the North West or 

England as a whole (see Ψнлмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ tǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ ŀǘ http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Census.aspx). However, there 

are considerable differences between ethnic groups. Home ownership (particularly outright ownership) is highest 

in the Indian community, and renting of all kinds is highest among residents of ΨAll other groupsΩ όFigure 13): 

Figure 13 - Household tenure by ethnic group (Blackburn with Darwen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooms, bedrooms and central heating 

Overall, 6.9% of houses in Blackburn with Darwen have too few rooms in total for the number of people living in 

ǘƘŜƳ όΨƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ǊŀǘƛƴƎΩ ғ- 1). 6.4% have too few bedrooms specifically, and 3.7% have no central heating. The 

availability of central heating does not vary greatly by ethnicity, but the proportion of households having too few 

rooms or bedrooms is clearly higher in the 

non-white ethnic groups (Figure 14): 

 

Figure 14 - Overcrowding and central heating 

by ethnic group (Blackburn with Darwen) 

When we probe down below these broad 

ethnic categories, there are some even higher 

rates of overcrowding. 25% of Blackburn with 

5ŀǊǿŜƴΩǎ нпм .ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘƛ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

too few rooms, as do 56% of the 43 Gypsy or 

Irish Traveller households who responded to 

the Census. 

Source: Table DC4201EW 

Source: Tables DC4205EW & DC4206EW 

http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Census.aspx
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Ethnicity and household 

composition 

Figure 15 - Household composition in 

Blackburn with Darwen  

by ethnic group 

The census results include a detailed 

breakdown of the combinations of 

people living under one roof. Figure 

15 presents a simplified version, in 

which some of the categories have 

been amalgamated. 

It can be seen that households 

consisting entirely of people over the 

age of 65 are very rare in the non- 

white communities of Blackburn with 

Darwen. Couples with children are 

most prevalent in the Indian and 

Pakistani communities. Households 

which are neither white, Indian or 

Pakistani are the most likely to 

consist of one person under the age 

of 65 living alone. 

 

Source: Table DC1201EW 

 

Ethnicity and car ownership 

Overall, 30.5% of Blackburn with Darwen households have no car, and 25.7% have two or more. When this is 

broken down by broad ethnic group (Figure 16), it can be seen that Indian households are the least likely to have no 

car, and the most likely to have two or more. Car ownership is lowest among those belonging to ΨAll other groupsΩΦ 

Figure 16 - Number of cars/vans per household by ethnic group (Blackburn with Darwen) 

 

Source: Table DC4202EW 

BwD overall 10.9%

White 13.1%

Indian 2.6%

Pakistani 1.8%

All other groups 2.3%

BwD overall 6.4%

White 7.7%

Indian 1.7%

Pakistani 0.9%

All other groups 1.1%

BwD overall 19.5%

White 20.8%

Indian 7.5%

Pakistani 9.5%

All other groups 38.2%

BwD overall 14.9%

White 16.7%

Indian 10.3%

Pakistani 6.7%

All other groups 7.0%

BwD overall 28.6%

White 23.4%

Indian 56.2%

Pakistani 50.3%

All other groups 27.9%

BwD overall 12.4%

White 13.1%

Indian 7.4%

Pakistani 12.6%

All other groups 10.9%

BwD overall 7.3%

White 5.2%

Indian 14.3%

Pakistani 18.3%

All other groups 12.6%

Lone parent 

family

Other

One person 

65+

Two or more 

people all 65+ 

One person 

under 65

Couple, no 

children

Couple with 

children
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What we do 

Ethnicity and economic activity 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ψнлмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ tǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ όhttp://www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Census.aspx) was written, the only available 

economic activity data was for ages 16-74 combined, which seemed less than ideal. Now we have tables relating 

economic activity to ethnicity, but they use age-bands 16-24, 25-49 and 50+ (i.e. 50 to 115!), so this takes us even 

further from any sensible ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƎŜΩΦ 

As we are comparing ethnic groups with very different age profiles, especially among older people, the best 

compromise seems to be to confine our attention to ages 16-49. Figure 17 uses red and blue shading to distinguish 

between economic activity and inactivity.* 

Figure 17 - Economic activity, Blackburn with Darwen (age 16-49 only)  (Source: Table DC6201EW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It can be seen that among males aged 16-49, the likelihood of being a full-time employee is highest in the white 

group (62%) and lowest in the Pakistani group (31%). However, Pakistani men are the most likely to be self-

employed (25%). For females aged 16-49, economic activity (combined red and pink shades) is highest in the white 

community (81%) and lowest in the Pakistani group (38%). The most common reason for economic inactivity (blue 

shades) is looking after home or family, which reaches 43% in the Pakistani community. 

                                                           
*
 Students can appear in either group depending as to whether they also have a job. 

http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Census.aspx
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Ethnicity and occupation 

No tables have so far been produced linking ethnicity with occupation as such, but there is one which relates 

ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ Ψb{-{Ŝ/Ω ς the National Statistics Socio-economic Classification. This provides an indication of 

socioeconomic position, derived from ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊȅ ǊƻƭŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 

summarised here for those in the age-range 16 to 64. 

The full NS-SeC is quite complex, with 11 categories, so in Figure 18 they have been grouped together for simplicity: 

Figure 18 - 'NS-SeC' (socio-economic classification) by ethnic group, Blackburn with Darwen (age 16-64) 

Some obvious differences between ethnic groups are: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ΨbŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΩ όнп҈ύ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ΨaŀƴŀƎŜǊƛŀƭΣ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΩ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

(26% altogether) 

¶ The ²ƘƛǘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ΨwƻǳǘƛƴŜ ϧ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΩ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎ όпл҈ύ 

Ethnicity and carers 

Patterns of caring do not appear to differ dramatically between ethnic groups (Figure 19). This may not be a very 

meaningful comparison, as the ethnic groups concerned have such different age structures, but unfortunately no 

age breakdown is provided. 

Figure 19 - 

Caring 

commitments 

by ethnic group 

(Blackburn 

with Darwen) 

 

 

 

Source: 

Table  

DC6206EW 

Source: 

Table 

DC2301EW 
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Ward reference map 

 

Further information and contact details 

For any queries about the 2011 Census results, please contact: 
 

Saeed Patel 

Research & Information Officer 

Corporate Research Joint Intelligence 

saeed.patel@blackburn.gov.uk 

01254 (58)5106 

or 

 

 

 

 

Anne Cunningham 

Public Health Intelligence Specialist 

Corporate Research Joint Intelligence 

anne.cunningham@blackburn.gov.uk 

01254 (58)5637
 


