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Welcome...

This map and guide is intended to help you find your way round,

and locate the streets and facilities in Blackburn with Darwen — two towns
of distinct character set in the heart of Lancashire’s Hill Country, steeped in
history and heritage, yet moving forward with development and investment
into the twenty-first century.
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Blackburn is the shopping capital of East Lancashire, with a busy town
centre currently experiencing substantial growth. It offers residents and
visitors a wide range of entertainments including museumes, ice arena,
theatre, and cinema. Traditional Lancashire markets bustle alongside
excellent restaurants and designer fashion outlets.
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Darwen, smaller of the two, nevertheless boasts Victorian architecture, to Rishton

old world charm and vibrant modern facilities, including twenty venues in
the ‘Restaurants of the World’ trail. Its spectacular rural setting in the West
Pennine Moors is typical of the landscape rich in history and natural beauty.
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The parks at River Darwen Parkway, and Higher Croft have trails crossing

Pleckgate

wetland, grassland, wood and heath with a wealth of wildlife and outdoor P
High School D

pursuits. So easy to access by car, foot, or cycle! Or there’s the Leeds and
Liverpool canal towpath, part of National Cycle Network Route 6,
straight into the heart of Blackburn.
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Whatever your needs, business or pleasure, relaxation or stimulation, R ]
eservolr

there’s something for everyone in Blackburn with Darwen.
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The landscape around Blackburn with Darwen is made up of 70% \ S |n$i‘,’,¥§,y

countryside and sits at the heart of Lancashire’s Hill Country.

Through the changing seasons, you can experience the vivid contrasts
between views across the dramatic moorland, tranquil reservoirs,
traditional farmland and wooded valleys. With such glorious green
open spaces, the area is a haven for wildlife, and an early morning
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or dusk wander or cycle ride will often reveal a surprise in the \ 3
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hedgerows and woodland areas of the town. \\
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This is real walking/cycling country where the terrain is ideal for \ 2
both short treks and serious expeditions. The countryside provides \ %
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the ideal opportunity to take life at your own pace and enjoy the
Walk
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great outdoors. ) 2
Witton Park %
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Highlights of the stunning rural landscape include the West Pennine High School ‘94’0”

Moors on the outskirts of Darwen. Here the diverse ecology and North Wing

< superb views offer the walker or nature enthusiast a truly wonderful Witton

STANHILL ROAP

experience. Miles of moorland, woodlands, reservoirs and small Park 6)3b)
hamlets populate a natural landscape that changes with each mile.

Blackburn Visitor Centre stocks a free 84 page ‘Guide to the Outdoors’
featuring walks, cycle routes and a huge selection of outdoor activities,
simply call (01254) 53277 to reserve your free copy.
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A local landmark is Darwen Tower (on the West Pennine Moors
by Sunnyhurst Woods) now opened to the public after extensive 57"‘0' Houghton
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Witton Park
High School
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Cemetery

refurbishment. Top of the Tower offers superb views over the moors
and beyond, spanning the English coast to the crags and mountains
of Wales and the Lake District on a clear day.
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Witton Country Park covers 480 acres of countryside and is liberally RN 0 LONG
peppered with pretty picnic spots, walks, nature trails, a small animal @w\%

<
reserve and a visitor centre providing an ideal day out for all the >
family. Sunnyhurst Woods in Darwen covers seven miles of footpaths =
that meander through a beautiful natural woodland setting. The old "/p
Keeper's Cottage now serves as a visitor centre and art gallery where 3
tourists can enjoy refreshments whilst picking up information. °
August Bank Holiday welcomes the annual Witton Weavers' Way
Walking Festival, hosting a splendid programme of guided walks,

rural events and countryside activities in a dazzling setting,
whilst early September features an annual extravaganza of good Key >
food & drink, family entertainment and activities around Darwen Pleasing‘ton
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and the West Pennine Moors. Contact Blackburn Visitor Centre Motorwa T Access point to canal
on (01254) 53277 for details. y —_— towpatﬁ » WL LANE
Many varying mapped walks, cycle and bridleways exist for this A Road ) ) ) = DUCKWORTH
beautiful slice of Lancashire. These are available from the Information On road cvele lanes s RAIIWaY line and station ===
and Visitor Centres listed below. y Car Park E
The countryside around Blackburn with Darwen is simply amazing Off road cycle lanes F—
and can be experienced in many ways. Outdoor activities are plentiful Quiet roads recomended Place of Interest ]
and varied and include walking, horse riding, fishing, sailing, rock for cycling Public Building D
climbing, orienteering, cycling, nature conservation and more.
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